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HISTORY OF SOIL MANAGEMENT IN BRUSSELS
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THE ‘GOOD SOIL’ PROJECT

2023

2019

2021

2022
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Spring 
2023

Summer 
2023

7 March 
2024

March- April 
2024

May 2, 
2024

THE ‘GOOD SOIL’ PROJECT
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WHY A GOOD SOIL STRATEGY

59 % 
Species on earth

Source: PNAS; CNRS;    Photos: L.Sombré

75 % 
Biomass on earth

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2304663120
https://lejournal.cnrs.fr/billets/le-sol-cet-inconnu-quon-pietine
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WHY A GOOD SOIL STRATEGY
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WHY A GOOD SOIL STRATEGY

53,2%
Sealed soils
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1130 ha 
Contaminated land 

Treated

WHY A GOOD SOIL STRATEGY

Photos: publica-brussels.com; W. François

https://publica-brussels.com/fr/mobility-urban-development-infrastructure-fr/place-jourdan/
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Photos: Remy tourment; Renauture.brussels

Compaction

Erosion

Biodiversity loss

Loss of organic matter

Nutrient loss

WHY A GOOD SOIL STRATEGY

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Figure-B-12-Erosion-following-overflow-along-the-canal-Brussels-top-left-Charleroi-in_fig8_341489808
https://renature.brussels/fr/hotel/plantes/fallopia
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INTEGRATED AND SUSTAINABLE SOIL MANAGEMENT

Identify and treat all 
soil degradations

Treating soil in 
function of 

ecosystem services

Photo: W. François

Protecting soil as a 
resource
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Supporting the 
transition to a resilient 

city

INTEGRATED AND SUSTAINABLE SOIL MANAGEMENT

Assigning the right 
soil to the right use

Photo: Brussels Gardens

Integrate into any 
relevant policy

https://gardens.brussels/fr/espaces-verts/les-jardins-du-carre-tillens
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GOOD SOIL STRATEGY

Vision 2050

Objectives 2030

Measures
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VISION 2050

High-quality soil

A transversal, multidisciplinary, integrative and exemplary soil policy 

Sustainable use and repair of soils

Balance between man and nature
Foto: F. Henry



16

OBJECTIVES 2030

Ecosystem services Circular economy

General
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OBJECTIVES 2030

Ecosystem services Circular economy

General

Continuous improvement

Integrating challenges

Acquiring data

Raising awareness

Transversality & coherence
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OBJECTIVES 2030

Ecosystem services Circular economy

General

Habitat for biodiversity

Food supply

Regulating the water cycle

Regulating the climate

Cultural services

Continuous improvement

Integrating challenges

Acquiring data

Raising awareness 

Transversality & coherence
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OBJECTIVES 2030

Ecosystem services Circular economy

General

Use of excavated soils

Circular land use

Close nutrient / carbon cycles

Continuous improvement

Integrating challenges

Acquiring data

Raising awareness

Transversality & coherence

Habitat for biodiversity

Food supply

Regulating the water cycle

Regulating the climate

Cultural services
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MEASURES

Raising awareness 
and incentives

Legislation and 
regulation

Territorial development

Sustainable soil 
management practices

Partnerships

FundingKnowledge 
building
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GOOD SOIL IN PRACTICE

Knowledge 
building

60
BSQI 

8
Analysis 

campaigns
> 1000

Drillings

Soil Quality Map
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Sustainable soil
management practices

Codes of Good 
practices

Procurement 
specifications

2 ha
Soil monitoring 

urban agriculture

30
School vegetable gardens

Emerging contaminants

GOOD SOIL IN PRACTICE
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Awareness and incentives 60
Test your soil

tool

Practical guidesCommunication 
campaigns

GOOD SOIL IN PRACTICE
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Legislative and 
regulatory measures

Territorial development

Partnerships

NNLT 2050 
Feasibility Study

Consultation 
platform

Integration into 
Plans, Strategies 
and Regulations

GOOD SOIL IN PRACTICE
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TO FORGET HOW TO DIG THE 
EARTH AND TO TEND THE SOIL 

IS TO FORGET OURSELVES. 
MAHATMA GANDHI
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Wouter FRANCOIS
Brussels Environment
Sub-Division Integrated Soil management

Tour & Taxis site
Avenue du Port 86C / 3000 
1000 Brussels

E-mail: wfrancois@leefmilieu.brussels 
www.environnement.brussels / www.leefmilieu.brussels

mailto:wfrancois@leefmilieu.brussels
http://www.environnement.brussels/
http://www.leefmilieu.brussels/
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