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THE ARTICULATION OF PUBLIC ACTIONS VIS-À-

VIS ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH MATTERS

DURING THE 2023 WALLONIA’S PFAS CRISIS
3rd International Congress 

on PFAS

Paris, 6 june 2024
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2021 2023

3M - ANTWERP

CHIÈVRES

Context
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Context

Media crisis
Political crisis 

Crisis 
management 

structure

Response
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Partners
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4
CHALLENGES
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WATER QUALITY

641 zones
4 zones

> 100 ng/l

#1

September 2023 

 
December 2023
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#2 PRIORITY INVESTIGATION ZONES

Surface water and groundwater

Analysis of soils 

Analysis of the “living”

Biomonitoring
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RESPONSE

Biomonitoring programme in PFAS-affected areas

Finding volunteer candidates

Carrying out analyses with non-extensible 
technical capacities, and analytical methods

Expertise from a scientific committee 
and an ethics committee

#3
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COMMUNICATION

WHAT? TO WHOM?

WHEN? HOW?

#4
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LONG TERM 
SOLUTIONS
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Norms

Water

Air

Soils

Benchmarking – European countries 
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Analyzes 

Investigate 
polluted sites 

Fire

Confirmed 
use of PFAS

Permitting 
revision

Introducing 
sectorial 

conditions

Reinforced 
surveillance

Surface 
waters 

Biota
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Technical readiness

Ensuring labs have the technical abilities to analyze 
any new substances that might fall under future 

legal restrictions. 
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THANK YOU 
FOR 

YOUR ATTENTION

benedicte.heindrichs@spw.wallonie.be 

mailto:Benedicte.heindrichs@spw.wallonie.be
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